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[1] Cf. MARIA ISABEL MARTINEZ PEREZ, Abusos sexuales en nifios y adolescentes, ed.
Criminologia y Justicia, 2012, according to which only 2% of cases are reported, especially
when the abuse has taken place in the home. She sets the number of victims of paedophilia in our society
at between 15% and 20%. Only 50% of children reveal the abuses they have suffered,

and of these cases only 15% are actually reported. Only 5% end up going to trial.

[2] One out of three mentions the fact to no one (2017 data compiled by the non-profit

organization THORN).

[3] On the global level: in 2017 the World Health Organization estimated that up to 1 billion
minors between 2 and 17 years of age have experienced acts of violence or physical, emotional
or sexual neglect. Sexual abuse (ranging from groping to rape), according to some 2014 UNICEF
estimates, would affect 120 million girls, who are the greatest number of victims. In 2017,
UNICEF reported that in 38 of the world’'s low to middle income countries, almost 17 million

adult women admitted having had a forced sexual relation in childhood.

Europe: in 2013, the World Health Organization estimated that over 18 million of children were found to
be victims of abuse. According to UNICEF, in 28 European countries, about 2.5 million young women
reported having experienced sexual abuse with or without physical contact prior to 15 years of age (data
released in 2017). In addition, 44 million (equivalent to 22.9%) were victims of physical violence, while 55
million (29.6%) were victims of psychological violence. Not only this: in 2017, the INTERPOL Report on
the sexual exploitation of minors led to the identification of 14,289 victims in 54 European countries. With
regard to Italy, in 2017 CESVI estimated that 6 million children experienced mistreatment. Furthermore,
according to data provided by Telefono Azzurro, in the calendar year 2017, 98 cases of sexual abuse and
pedophilia were handled by the Servizio 114 Emergenza Infanzia, equivalent to about 7.5% of the total
cases handled by that service. 65% of the minors seeking help were female victims and over 40% were

under 11 years of age.

Asia: in India, in the decade 2001-2011, the Asian Centre for Human Rights reported a total of 48,338
cases of the rape of minors, with an increase equivalent to 336% over that period: the 2,113 cases in 2001

rose to 7,112 cases in 2011.

2



The Americas: in the United States, official government data state that more than 700,000 children each
year are victims of violence and mistreatment. According to the International Centre for Missing and

Exploited Children (ICMEC), 1 out of every 10 children experiences sexual abuse.

Africa: in South Africa, the results of a study conducted by the Centre for Justice and Crime
Prevention of the University of Cape Town showed in 2016 that 1 out of 3 South African young people,
male or female, risks being sexually abused before the age of 17. According to the study, the first of its
kind on a national scale in South Africa, 784,967 young people between 15 and 17 years of age have
already experienced sexual abuse. The victims in this case are for the most part male youths. Not even a
third of them reported the violence to the authorities. In other African countries, cases of sexual abuse of
minors are part of the wider context of acts of violence linked to the conflicts affecting the continent and
are thus difficult to quantify. The phenomenon is also closely linked to the widespread practice of

underage marriages in various African nations, as elsewhere.

Oceania: in Australia, according to data issued by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW)
in February 2018 and covering the years 2015-2017, one out of six women (16%, i.e., 1.5 million) reported
experiencing physical and/or sexual abuse prior to 15 years of age, and one out of nine men (11%, i.e.,
992,000) reported having experienced this abuse when they were children. Also, in 2015-2016, around
450,000 children were the object of child protection measures, and 55,600 minors were removed from
their homes in order to remedy abuses they had suffered and to prevent others. Finally, one must not
forget the risks to which native minors are exposed: again, according to AIHW, in 2015-2016 indigenous
children had a seven times greater probability of being abused or abandoned as compared with their
non-indigenous contemporaries (cf. http://www.pbc2019.org/protection-of-minors/child-abuse-on-the-

global- level).

[4] The data provided refer to sample counties selected on the basis of the reliability of available sources.
The studies released by UNICEF on 30 countries confirm this fact: a small percentage of victims stated

that they had asked for help.

[5] Cf.https://www.repubblica.it/salute/prevenzione/2016/05/12/news/maltrattamenti_sui_minori_tutti_gli_

abusi- 139630223.

[6] Specifically, those allegedly responsible for the difficulties experienced by a minor are, in 73.7% of the
cases a parent (the mother in 44.2% and the father in 29.5%), a relative (3.3%), a friend (3.2%), an
acquaintance (3%), a teacher (2.5%). The data show that only in a small percentage of cases (2.2%) is

the person responsible an adult stranger. Cf. ibid.



[7] A 2011 English study carried out by the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
(NSPCC) found that 29% of those interviewed reported that they had experienced sexual molestation

(physical and verbal) in sports centres.

[8] According to the 2017 data of the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF), every 7 minutes a web page sends
pictures of sexually abused children. In 2017, 78,589 URLs were found to contain images of sexual abuse
concentrated particularly in the Low Countries, followed by the United States, Canada, France and Russia.

55% of the victims were under 10 years of age, 86% were girls, 7% boys and 5% both.

[9] The most frequented destinations are Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, as well as Thailand
and Cambodia. These have recently been joined by some countries of Africa and Eastern Europe. On the
other hand, the six countries from which the perpetrators of abuse mostly come are France, Germany, the
United Kingdom, China, Japan and Italy. Not to be overlooked is the growing number of women who travel
to developing countries in search of paid sex with minors: in total, they represent 10% of sexual tourists
worldwide. Furthermore, according to a study by ECPAT (End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism)
International, between 2015 and 2016, 35% of paedophile sexual tourists were regular clients, while 65%
were occasional clients (cf. https://www.osservatoriodiritti.it/2018/03/27 /turismo-sessuale- minorile-nel-

mondo-italia-ecpat).

[10] “For if this grave tragedy has involved some consecrated ministers, we may ask how deeply rooted

it may be in our societies and in our families” (Address to the Roman Curia, 21 December 2018).

[11] Cf. R.H. BENSON, The Lord of the World, Dodd, Mead and Company, London, 1907.

[12] “Quare times, Herodes, quia audis Regem natum? Non venit ille ut te excludat, sed ut diabolum
vincat. Sed tu haec non intelligens turbaris et saevis; et ut perdas unum quem quaeris, per tot infantium
mortes efficeris crudelis... Necas parvulos corpore quia te necat timor in corde (SAINT QUODVULTDEUS,

Sermo 2 de Symbolo: PL 40, 655).

[13] “Quemadmodum enim ille, effuso in scientiae lignum veneno suo, naturam gusto corruperat, sic et
ipse dominicam carnem vorandam praesumens, deitatis in ea virtute corruptus interitugue sublatus est”

(SAINT MAXIMUS THE CONFESSOR, Centuria 1, 8-3: PG 90, 1182-1186).

[14] (CDC: United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; CRC: Convention on the Rights of
the Child; End Violence Against Children: The Global Partnership; PAHO: Pan American Health
Organization; PEPFAR: President’s Emergency Program for AIDS Relief; TfG: Together for Girls; UNICEF:
United Nations Children’s Fund; UNODC: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime; USAID: United
States Agency for International Development; WHO: World Health Organization).

]



[15] Each letter of the word INSPIRE represents one of the strategies, and for the most part has shown to
be preventively effectual against various types of violence, in addition to having benefits in areas such as
mental health, education and the reduction of crime. The seven strategies are the following:
Implementation and Enforcement of Laws (for example, avoiding violent discipline and limiting access to
alcohol and firearms); Norms and Values that need changing (for example, those that condone sexual
abuse against girls or aggressive behaviour among boys); Safe Environments (for example, identifying
neighbourhood violence “hotspots” and dealing with local causes through policies that resolve problems
and through other interventions); Parent and Caregiver Support (for example, by providing formation to
parents for their children, and to new parents); Income and Economic Strengthening (such as microcredit
and formation concerning equity in general); Response and Support Services (for example, ensuring that
children exposed to violence can have access to effective emergency care and can receive adequate
psychosocial support); Education and Life Skills (for example, ensuring that children attend school and

equipping them with social skills).

[16] Cf. Final Document of the VI World Congress on the Pastoral Care of Tourism, 27 July 2004.
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